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after hunting, the earliest occupation of all peoples.
We can easily think of many words now used in
a general sense which originally applied to some
simple country practice. We speak of being
" goaded " to do a thing when some one persuades
or threatens or irritates us into doing it. But a
goad was originally a spiked stick used to drive
cattle forward. The word goad, then, as we use
it now, is a real metaphor.

Again, we speak of our feelings being "har-
rowed." The word harrow first meant, and still
means, the drawing of a frame with iron teeth (it-
self called a harrow) over ploughed land to break
up the clods. From this meaning it has come to
have the figurative meaning of wounding or rufHing
the feelings.

Another word connected with agriculture which
has passed into a general sense is glean. We may
now speak of " gleaning " certain facts or news, but
to glean was originally (and still means in its literal
sense) to gather the ears of corn remaining after the
reapers have got in the harvest.

We speak of a nation groaning under the " yoke "
of a foreign tyrant, or again of the " yoke " of
matrimony, and in the Bible we have the text,
" My yoke is easy." In these and in many other
cases the word yoke is used figuratively to denote
something weighing on the spirit; but the original
use of yoke, and again one which remains, was to
name the wooden cross-piece fastened over the